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ABSTRACT

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays a strategic role in developing
students' creativity and innovation to face the challenges of modern life
while still prioritizing Islamic values. This research aims to explore the
role of PAI teachers in encouraging the development of student creativity
and innovation, as well as identifying learning challenges and solutions
at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana. This research uses a descriptive
qualitative approach with data collection methods through observation,
ARTICLE INFO interviews, and documentation, which are analyzed using an interactive
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Received conclusions). The results of the research show that PAI teachers have a
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April 03, 2025 students think critically and creatively. Teachers also create interactive
learning environments that allow students to explore, discuss and
collaborate. PAI school principals and teachers emphasize the importance
of teacher training and learning approaches that are relevant to current

developments to encourage students to learn actively and creatively.
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INTRODUCTION

In this era of rapid technological development and globalization, the education
system must adapt to be able to prepare a generation that is not only academically
intelligent, but also creative and innovative. Islamic religious education (PAI) teachers
have an important role in facilitating students to not only teach religion, but also
facilitate it creatively in everyday life. Islamic religious education not only teaches
morals and morals, but also how Islamic teachings can be applied in innovative ways
to face various modern challenges. Creativity in PAI learning helps students think
more flexibly and be open to life's challenges, as well as being able to place religious
teachings in a broader social context. Meanwhile, innovation is needed so that Islamic
religious teachings remain relevant and can be applied in current developments,
including in the technological and social fields. This approach is in accordance with the
goals of Islamic education which emphasizes mastery of knowledge while remaining
committed to religious principles.
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PAI teachers are an important component in the education system because they
not only act as transmitters of material, but also as facilitators and motivators who can
encourage students to think creatively. In the process, the success of religious
education in schools cannot be separated from the role of the family as an informal
educational institution, as well as the community as a laboratory for students in
developing their skills and personality traits. So that religious education can be a
means for students to develop character, personality, mental and spiritual qualities that
can be used as provisions for navigating the social life of society. (Tiara Ayu Astriana
et al, 2023) The teacher is a main actor in education as well as a person who
determines the success or failure of the learning process. Education is very important
and absolute for every human being to continuously perfect oneself. Education is not
only the process of transferring knowledge possessed by teachers to their students but
also forms good personalities in their students. Education seeks to form students who
are superior in terms of knowledge, attitudes and skills. (Arafah & Pohan, 2023)

Creativity is a very important ability that needs to be developed from an early
age, or an ability to think that is different from others, whereas creative individuals are
able to see, realize, be sensitive and able to respond to things that are different in the
surrounding environment, thereby encouraging them to produce something new,
innovative and useful for the surrounding environment, not only in the form of
products but also in the form of ideas that are adaptive and acceptable to other people.
The world of children is a world of creativity, where children need space to move,
think and emotionally that is guided and adequate. Ability or thinking is one aspect
that influences the emergence of a person's creativity. (Puspitasari & Wibowo, 2022)

Innovation means renewal. The word innovation from English is often translated
as anything new or renewal. Then in Indonesian it became an innovation. Innovation is
sometimes used to express discovery, but innovation is also defined as the
development of something that has not yet developed, this is reinforced by M. Saleh
Muntasir who said that the definition of innovation itself is a change that is special,
new, and well thought out, which is predicted to be more successful in completing a
system, an innovation is something that is desired and planned, not something that just
happens suddenly.

METHOD

This type of research is descriptive qualitative research. Research data was
collected through observation, interviews and documentation. This research uses an
interactive model which consists of four components, namely data collection, data
presentation, data reduction, and conclusions. Based on interviews and observations
conducted by researchers, there are several interesting things about teachers in
developing students' creativity. In this research, the validity of the data used
used in qualitative research, namely by triangulation from sources, namely school
principals, teachers and students. (Saleh, 2017) With this type of research, researchers
explain how the creativity and innovation of Islamic religious education teachers in the
learning process in a school.

The data sources required in this research are primary data sources and
secondary data sources. Primary data is the main source of information
collected directly by researchers in the research process. This data is obtained
from original sources, namely respondents or information related to research
variables. Primary data can be the results of observations, interviews or data
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collection. (Rukhmana, 2021) Secondary data is data obtained indirectly from
the research object. Researchers obtain ready-made data collected by other
parties using various means or methods, both commercial and non-commercial.
Secondary data can be obtained from various sources, such as books, reports,
journals and other data sources.  Secondary data collection can be done
through observation or documentation (Rizky Fadilla & Ayu Wulandari, 2023).
The primary data in this research is the principal of SMP Negeri 9 Pulung
Kencana, Islamic religious education teacher. The secondary data that will be
used in this research includes documentation, observation results, documents
related to research and journals and writings published via the internet and
compiled through other parties relevant to the role of Islamic religious
education teachers in developing creativity and innovation in learning
methods.

Data collection instruments are tools used to measure the data to be
collected. This data collection instrument is basically inseparable from the data
collection method. If the data collection method is a depth interview, the
instrument is an open/unstructured interview guide (Ummah, 2019). In this
research, the main tool or instrument for collecting data was research itself by
observing teaching and learning activities at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana.
The researcher also interviewed the school principal, Islamic religious
education teacher and students to obtain information related to the problem
being studied.

Reduction The amount of data obtained from the field is quite large,
therefore it needs to be recorded carefully and in detail. The longer researchers
are in the field, the greater the amount of data, the more complex and
complicated it will be. For this reason, data analysis needs to be carried out
through data reduction. (Munir, 2022) The main focus of this research is the role
of Islamic religious education teachers in developing creativity and innovation
in learning methods at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana. Data collected through
observation, interviews, and documentation shows that consultants, leaders,
and informal leaders.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Role of Islamic Religious Education Teachers in Developing Creativity and
Innovation in Learning Methods at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana

The teacher is the main actor in education as well as the person who determines
the success or failure of the learning process. Education is very important and absolute
for every human being to continuously perfect oneself. Education is not only the
process of transferring knowledge possessed by teachers to their students but also
forms good personalities in their students. Education seeks to form students who are
superior in terms of knowledge, attitudes and skills (Arafah & Pohan, 2023).

In the process, the success of religious education in schools cannot be separated
from the role of the family as an informal educational institution, and the community
as a laboratory for students to develop their skills and personality traits. (Tiara Ayu
Astriana et al., 2023) The aim of education is how to form a generation that is complete,
meaning it has intellectual intelligence, good attitudes and the skills needed to live life
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in society. This is the teacher's task in carrying out the learning process as part of the
educational process to be able to produce learning whose output is a balance of
cognitive, affective or attitudinal and psychomotor achievements (Salamah, 2020).
1. understanding creativity

There are many definitions of creativity put forward by several experts, including
the following: According to James ]. Gallagher, creativity is a mental process carried
out by individuals containing new ideas or products, or can also be a combination of
the two which can later become embedded in them. According to Supriadi, creativity is
a person's ability to create something new, whether in the form of an idea or work that
is creatively different from something that already exists. According to Semiawan,
creativity is the ability to provide new ideas and apply them to problem solving. Based
on the definition above, we can conclude that creativity is a mental process within an
individual that creates new ideas, processes, methods or products that are effective and
imaginative, aesthetic, flexible, integrated, successional, discontinuity and
differentiation that can be used in various fields to solve a problem (Munir, 2022).
2. There are five characteristics of creative thinking abilities, namely:

1.Fluency thinking skills, namely expressing many ideas, answers, solving problems
and questions, being able to provide many ways or suggestions for doing various
things and thinking about more than one answer.

2. flexible thinking skills (flexibility), namely generating varied ideas, answers and
questions, being able to distinguish a problem from different points of view, looking
for many different ways, and being able to change approaches and ways of thinking.

3. original thinking skills (originality), namely being able to create new and unique
expressions.

4. detailing or elaboration skills, namely being able to expand and develop an idea or
product, adding or detailing an object or idea in detail so that it can be interesting.

5. redefinition skills, namely being able to determine a correct question, a wise plan
or action, being able to make a decision in an open situation, and implementing an
idea.

3. the importance of developing creativity for students

Creativity is one of the things that is urgent for students to have as the nation's next
generation. With creativity, a person can survive in the era of global competition.
Developing students' creative thinking abilities is something that needs to be
prioritized in the implementation of education.  The reason for developing this
capability is the increasingly high level of complexity of problems in all aspects of
modern life. Complex problems can be solved by using high-level thinking skills, one
of which is creative thinking skills. (Rindiantika, 2021)

Students' creative potential must be developed as fully as possible
providing skill skills outside of academics, which must then be honed using
appropriate methods. In line with Subandijah's opinion, it is hoped that cognitive and
social development through creativity can create self-esteem in students with special
needs. The development of creativity is very useful for students who have physical
disabilities so that mentally retarded students have abilities that can be developed in
the surrounding community. (Z. D. Rahmawati & Ihsan, 2022

1. understanding innovation

In an era that continues to develop technologically and informationally,
educational innovation has become a key factor in improving education quality
strategies. Educational innovation includes the use of digital technology, new teaching
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methods, curriculum changes, and more interactive and collaborative learning
approaches. Educational innovation has great potential to create more engaging,
relevant and effective learning environments. Innovation is an idea, concept, practice
or object that produces and is accepted by a person or group as a new user As has been
said, innovation is an idea, object, event, method that is observed or considered new
for a person or group of people (society) in the form of knowledge and discovery. (S.
Rahmawati & Nurachadija, 2023)

2. Characteristics of innovative learning As for the characteristics of innovative
learning, the following are among others:
(1) have systematic procedures for modifying student behavior.
(2) specifically determined learning outcomes, namely positive changes in student
behavior.
(3) determining a special and conducive learning environment.
(4) measures of student success after participating in learning, so that they can
determine criteria for success in the teaching and learning process; as well as
(5) interaction with the environment to encourage students to be active in their
environment. (Purwadhi, 2019)
3. Innovative learning

Quality learning results can only be obtained from a good quality learning process.
Innovative learning will stimulate the development of students' thinking progress to
solve the problems they face appropriately. Innovative learning will also make
students think critically in facing problems, Innovative is a learning process that is
designed, structured and conditioned for students to be able to learn. Students must
position themselves well, students must not just remain silent, but must try to motivate
themselves to develop. Innovative learning will raise students' enthusiasm to be the
best. (Putri, 2023)

An innovative teacher is a teacher who is able to process through the use of
thinking, imagination abilities, various stimulants, and the individuals around him
who try to produce new products, new ideas, both for himself and the people around
him, (Istarani, 2014). learners For this reason, a varied teacher is needed to think and
come up with various new ideas. Improving the quality of learning takes a very
strategic position so that it is hoped that it can improve student learning outcomes.
One effort that can be made to achieve this goal is to increase teacher competence so
that teachers are expected to be able to solve learning problems faced when carrying
out their duties through the application of innovative learning (Pipit Muliyah, Dyah
Aminatun, Sukma Septian Nasution, Tommy Hastomo, Setiana Sri Wahyuni Sitepu,
2020).
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Gambar 1
Interview documentation with the principal of SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana

Based on interviews and observations, the principal of SMP 9 Pulung Kencana
School principals' opinions regarding the role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI)
teachers in developing creativity and innovation in learning methods vary greatly, but
in general, they assess that PAI teachers have a big responsibility in creating an
interesting and relevant learning atmosphere for students. School principals usually
encourage PAI teachers to continue to develop their competencies through training,
seminars or workshops that discuss innovative learning strategies. They can also
facilitate professional development activities for PAI teachers. And school principals
have provided support in the form of providing facilities and infrastructure that
support learning innovation, such as libraries and access to technology that can be
used in learning.

The school principal emphasized the importance of evaluating the methods
applied by PAI teachers. The principal also encourages reflection and continuous
improvement so that the innovations carried out are truly effective in improving
students' understanding and character. The principal also supports collaboration
between PAI teachers and other subject teachers, parents and the community in
developing creativity outside and inside the classroom. This can be in the form of
religious-based extracurricular programs such as qiro', reading and writing the Koran.
The school principal really appreciates and supports the role of PAI teachers in
developing creativity and innovation in religious learning, but also in shaping
students' character which is better and in accordance with Islamic values.
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Figure 2
Interview documentation with PAI Teachers
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Based on the results of interviews and observations, Islamic religious education
(PAI) teachers have an important role in creating learning that is interesting, effective
and relevant to current developments. Creativity and innovation in learning methods
can increase students' understanding of Islamic values and make learning more
meaningful.

Creating interesting methods PAI teachers need to use various methods such as
those that have been implemented at SMP Negeri 9 such as discussion and question
and answer methods, inviting students to work on projects that connect Islamic
teachings. with everyday life, and role-playing methods. The lack of technology in
junior high schools (SMP), such as limited laptops and the prohibition on carrying
mobile phones (HP), can be a challenge for teachers, including Islamic Religious
Education (PAI) teachers, in developing creativity and innovation in learning methods.
And teachers must be more creative in creating learning methods without
technological support.

PALI teachers have also implemented learning outside the classroom by holding
activities such as social service, Islamic studies, or Islamic boarding school programs.
And teaches students to give alms, share food, or maintain cleanliness in the
environment. PAI teachers have a strategic role in developing creativity and
innovation in learning. With interesting methods, the use of technology, technological
approaches, approaches that suit students' character, as well as the integration of
Islamic values in everyday life, teachers must also continue to learn and develop
themselves in order to provide a better learning experience for students.

Documentation of interviews with students at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana
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PAI teachers at SMP Negeri 9 have used educational games as a means to teach

Islamic religious values. These games can take the form of quizzes, puzzles, or role-
playing games that help students understand the material in a fun and non-boring
way. For example, games that test knowledge of Islamic history or getting to know
important figures in Islam. In PAI learning, group discussions are often held to discuss
certain topics, such as hadith, or moral values in Islam. These discussions allow
students to share opinions, think critically, and learn from their peers' perspectives.
This also develops the ability to speak and argue wisely according to Islamic teachings.
The learning method used by Islamic Religious Education (PAI) teachers is very
interesting, in terms of the approach applied. PAI teachers tend to try to make lesson
material more lively and relevant to students' lives, so that they don't just memorize,
but also appreciate and apply Islamic teachings in everyday life. The following are
several learning methods that are often used by PAI teachers which can be very
interesting. Even though the lecture method is still often used in classroom learning
methods as a traditional method, PAI teachers often modify it in an interactive way.
This discussion has often been used as a learning method in the classroom, a very
interesting method, because it allows students to share opinions and explore topics in
more depth. Discussions can focus on social ethical issues or developing religious
topics.
The methods used by PAI teachers can be very interesting if applied creatively and
innovatively. Learning that prioritizes interaction, collaboration, and the use of modern
technology, makes students not only understand the teachings of the Islamic religion
but also develop social and life skills that are useful in the real and social world.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this research indicate that the teacher's role is in developing
student creativity. This research aims to determine the role of teachers in developing
student creativity for students. Teachers play an important role in developing
creativity both academically and non-academicly. Factors that support the realization
of creativity are time, opportunities to realize, encouragement, school facilities and
infrastructure, stimulating the environment and ways of educating students. Creative
PAI teachers are able to create an interactive and fun learning environment, thereby
encouraging students to think critically and innovatively in understanding Islamic
values. (Puspitasari & Wibowo, 2022)

The role of Islamic religious education teachers in developing student creativity
through selective capita-based learning. This research investigates the role of Islamic
religious education teachers in developing student creativity through a capita selecta-
based learning approach. Which integrates various aspects of student intelligence in
the context of Islamic education. Through descriptive analysis methods with data
collection through classroom observations and interviews, the research results show
that teachers have a significant role in creating a learning environment that supports
the expression of student creativity. They use innovative and interactive methods,
and encourage students to think critically, be creative, and apply Islamic values in
everyday life. (Eka Sari et al., 2024)

The role of Islamic Religious Education Teachers (PAI) as the main driver of
religious education has an important role in creating innovative and relevant
learning, especially at the Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTs) level. One of the duties of PAI
teachers is to integrate digital technology into the learning process to develop student
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creativity. MTs I'anatut Tholibin as an Islamic-based educational institution is not
immune from this challenge. PAI teachers at this madrasah are expected to be able to
utilize digital technology effectively to support learning that is interactive, interesting
and able to inspire student creativity. This is in line with the demands of an
educational curriculum that does not only focus on cognitive aspects, but also
develops critical, creative and innovative thinking skills. Therefore, it is important to
understand the role of PAI teachers in developing learning creativity through digital
technology at MTs I'anatut Tholibin as an effort to produce a competent generation in
the digital era. (Novitasari & Putri, 2025)

The role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) teachers is very strategic. PAI
teachers are not only responsible for teaching religious knowledge to students, but
also have a great opportunity to instill character values based on religious teachings.
Islamic religious education is expected to not only emphasize ritual aspects or
teaching religious theory, but also integrate moral values and morals that are in
accordance with Islamic teachings in students' daily lives. PAI teachers in vocational
schools must be able to provide good role models, as well as create an atmosphere
that supports the formation of students' character in every aspect of their lives. PAI
teachers also need to develop various strategies that can overcome the gap between
the expected goals of character education and the reality that occurs in the field, such
as through a more personal approach, giving challenging assignments, or involving
parents and the community in the student's character education process. (Rahayu,
2020)

From research findings regarding the role of Islamic Education Teachers in

developing creativity and innovation in learning methods, namely:
The first research is more general in describing the role of teachers in developing
student creativity. Focus on the importance of an interactive and fun learning
environment. Not specific to certain approaches to learning, such as capita selecta or
digital technology. The second research approach is more focused on selective capita-
based learning. Emphasis on the use of innovative and interactive methods that
encourage students to think critically and creatively in the context of Islamic values.
Using descriptive analysis methods with observations and interviews.

The third research focuses on the use of digital technology to support student
creativity. Emphasizes the importance of technology to create learning that is
interactive, interesting and relevant to the demands of an educational curriculum that
focuses more on critical, creative and innovative thinking skills. This research is more
specific at the Madrasah Tsanawiyah education level. The fourth research focuses on
character formation and the integration of moral and ethical values through Islamic
religious education. Using a more personal approach, giving challenging
assignments, and involving parents and the community in the character education
process. Focuses on the vocational school context and not solely on academic aspects
or creativity Overall, although these four studies both discuss the role of teachers in
developing student creativity, they each have different approaches and contexts, both
in terms of methods, environment and use of technology. Learning research at SMP
Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana school will not only increase students' creativity, but also
help them develop in terms of character, critical thinking skills, and ability to
innovate. By creating a fun learning environment, using technology effectively, and
providing a personal approach to character education, teachers can make a significant
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contribution to the formation of a generation that is creative, innovative, and has
noble character.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research conducted regarding the role of Islamic
Religious Education (PAI) teachers in developing creativity and innovation in
learning methods at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana, it can be concluded that PAI
teachers have a very important role in developing creativity and innovation in
students, but also as mentors, inspiring and motivating students. This role covers
various aspects that support creativity and innovation in students, such as discussing,
guessing words, telling stories, asking questions and answers. This role covers
various aspects that support learning methods, as well as creating imagination and
interesting new ideas. In its implementation, PAI teachers have made various efforts,
including familiarizing themselves with religious activities such as congregational
prayers, reciting the Al-Qur'an, and collective dhikr. PAI teachers also try to shape
the religious character of students through a personal approach both in the form of
academic guidance and consultation regarding problems faced by students. Research
conducted at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana shows that PAI teachers play an active
role in guiding students, both within the school environment and outside the school.
Even though there are still several obstacles, such as the maximum number of
teaching tools and a lack of specific guidance for students, overall PAI teachers are
late in carrying out their roles both within the school environment and outside the
school environment. In this research, at SMP Negeri 9 Pulung Kencana, it was found
that PAI teachers in their learning process still used the lecture method so that the
students being taught felt bored and bored and there were teachers, this shows that
the role of PAI teachers must continue to be improved with more interesting and
varied learning methods and utilizing technology to make it more attractive to
students.
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